Nov. 14, 2007

Contact: Tania Thompson, University Communications, (208) 885-6567, taniat@uidaho.edu; or Joni Kirk, University Communications, (208) 885-7725, joni@uidaho.edu. Media relations cell phone (208) 310-9736.
NOTE TO BROADCASTERS: Moscow is pronounced “moss-koh”


University of Idaho Lionel Hampton International Jazz Festival to Receive National Medal of Arts
WASHINGTON, D.C. – As the nation prepares to honor jazz great Lionel Hampton during his centennial birth year in 2008, today the White House gave accolades to Hampton’s jazz and education legacy – a legacy which endures in the seemingly unlikely locale of Moscow, Idaho. The 40-years-strong University of Idaho Lionel Hampton International Jazz Festival will receive the National Medal of Arts, the nation’s most prestigious arts award, from President George W. Bush in an East Room ceremony on Thursday. The University of Idaho is the first public university to receive the award since it was created by Congress in 1984.

 “The University of Idaho is immensely honored to receive the National Medal of Arts and to join the exclusive company of arts leaders in America,” said University President Timothy P. White. He and John Clayton, internationally renowned jazz artist and festival artistic director, will accept the medal in a White House ceremony. They will be joined by former Festival Director Lynn “Doc” Skinner – whose leadership and close working relationship with Hampton built the festival over three decades – and other festival supporters.
“This recognition affirms the vision shared by Lionel Hampton and the university about the power of jazz and education to bridge cultures, inspire creativity and develop the musical leadership abilities of the next generation of jazz leaders,” said White.
Hampton envisioned more than an annual gathering of the world's top jazz musicians in the heart of winter, in the small university town of Moscow, Idaho. He had a bigger dream – investing in future generations to perpetuate jazz as an art form and providing young students with a great introduction to the truly American art form of jazz. 

The National Medal of Arts was established in 1984, the year Lionel Hampton first performed at the University of Idaho Jazz Festival, along with Sarah Vaughan. The festival began as a one-day event in 1967, and grew in presence and prestige through the decades. In 1985, the festival was renamed the Lionel Hampton/ Chevron Festival in his honor, and rededicated as the Lionel Hampton International Jazz Festival in 2006. Hampton died in 2002 at age 94. 


The festival now runs for four days, and includes four concerts by professional jazz musicians, three student concerts, and adjudicated student performances in more than 20 different sites on campus and throughout the community, and hosts a series of workshops. Approximately 10,000 students representing more than 300 schools flock to the festival, in addition to teachers, parents and local jazz enthusiasts. In 2006, director Skinner retired and was succeeded by six-time Grammy-nominated bassist, composer, arranger and conductor John Clayton. 

“This festival has such an enduring impact not only on young jazz artists, but on established jazz artists and jazz supporters from around the world,” Clayton said. “Lionel Hampton’s vision that provided opportunities for professional musicians to mentor and nurture the next jazz generation is a strong part of the festival’s success. And Moscow creates an indescribable atmosphere for fostering jazz education and appreciation.”
The festival has attracted top-flight jazz artists from around the world, including current artistic director Clayton; Dizzy Gillespie, Arts Medal winner in 1989; Ella Fitzgerald, who received the Arts Medal in 1987; Dianne Reeves; Toshiko Akioshi; the Lew Tabackin Big Band; Doc Severinsen; Gerry Mulligan; Stan Getz; Carmen McRae; Diana Krall; Wynton Marsalis, recipient of the Arts Medal in 2005; The Four Freshmen; and Bobby McFerrin. 

The 2008 festival runs Feb. 20-23 with a wide range of performances in a salute to Lionel Hampton on the centennial of his birth.

Congress established the National Medal of Arts for the purpose of honoring artists and patrons of the arts. Congress authorized the president to award no more than 12 medals each year “to individuals or groups who, in the president's judgment, are deserving of special recognition by reason of their outstanding contributions to the excellence, growth, support and availability of the arts in the United States.” During the past 21 years, more than 200 patrons and artists in the fields of visual, performing and literary arts have been honored. With this medal, Bush recognizes the wealth and depth of creative expression of America's artists.

Learn more online at www.uidaho.edu/jazz and
 at www.nea.gov.
# # #

About the Lionel Hampton International Jazz Festival

The Lionel Hampton International Jazz Festival nurtures jazz talent and enthusiasm among America's young aspiring musicians. Located at the University of Idaho, in Moscow, the festival will celebrate its 41st anniversary February 20-23, 2008. 

The first University of Idaho Jazz Festival, held in 1967, was one day long and featured one jazz artist performing at an evening concert and 15 student groups in competitions during the day. The relationship between Lionel Hampton and the festival began in 1984 when Hampton and his New York Big Band made their first appearance.  He and the band returned each year after that to perform and teach.

In 1985, Hampton began his long-term association with the festival and it took on his name, the first and only jazz festival named for an African American jazz musician. In 1987, the School of Music at the University was renamed the Lionel Hampton School of Music; it still is the only one named for an African American jazz musician. The Jazz in the Schools program began in 1995, taking visiting musicians to elementary schools in northern Idaho and eastern Washington to introduce them to this truly American art form. Hampton began an annual tradition of performing at Lapwai Elementary School on the Nez Perce Indian Reservation, sparking interest in jazz among Nez Perce musicians. The Jazz in the Schools program now is a year-round program visiting students throughout Idaho and Washington. World-class international jazz artists make the trek to Moscow each winter.
In recent years, the festival has hosted Russian jazz musicians for short term residences as part of the Open World Leadership program funded by the Library of Congress and the National Endowment for the Arts. When Hampton passed away in 2002, he left most of his papers and jazz collections to the university.

About the University of Idaho
Founded in 1889, the University of Idaho is the state’s flagship higher-education institution and its principal graduate education and research university, bringing insight and innovation to the state, the nation and the world. University researchers attract nearly $100 million in research grants and contracts each year; the University of Idaho is the only institution in the state to earn the prestigious Carnegie Foundation ranking for high research activity. The university’s student population includes first-generation college students and ethnically diverse scholars. Offering more than 150 degree options in 10 colleges, the university combines the strengths of a large university with the intimacy of small learning communities. For information, visit www.uidaho.edu.


